
Montana Department of Transportation 
PO Box 201001 

Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: See Distribution  
 
From: Mark Wissinger, P.E. 

Construction Engineer 
 
Date: October 23, 2006 
 
Subject: Supplemental Specification Revision: 551.03.5 Placing Concrete 
 
 
The Construction Administration Services Bureau is proposing revisions to Standard 
Specification, 551.03.7 (A) (4) Flowable Fill.  Following the Standard Specification Revision 
Process outlined in the Construction Engineer’s Memorandum dated January 9, 2002 the 
following information is provided. 
 

1. Standard Specification, 551.03.7 (A) (4) will be modified.   
 
2. The Proposed Draft of the change is attached along with this memorandum. 

  
 3. Revision to the Standard Specification is needed to allow trenches filled with flowable 

fill to be opened to traffic prior to the fill reaching the required strength.  
 
4. Those impacted by the change include: 

 
   Contractors, MDT Field Crews 

 
5. The following individuals were consulted and/or involved in developing the proposed 

revisions: 
 

   MDT CAS Bureau, MDT Field Crews 
 

 
It is requested that written comments on the proposed revisions only, be 
returned to mdtspecifications@mt.gov no later than November 30, 2006. 
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551.03.7 Testing and Acceptance of Concrete 
A. Compressive Strength Testing. 

4.   Flowable Fill. The Project Manager will determine when flowable fill may be covered 
based on the following: 
a. Supports the weight of a person weighing at least 155 lbs (70 kg) without 

deforming the surface, when placed beyond the traveled way; or 
b. After 24 hours or obtains 35 psi (240 kPa) penetration resistance as measured 

by a pocket penetrometer, when placed within the traveled way. 
Do not use flowable fill as a driving surface. Grade surface of flowable fill within 

the traveled way to allow for specified depth and type of surfacing material. Cover 
the flowable fill trench with steel plates of sufficient thickness to hold traffic if the 
trenched area is opened to traffic prior to meeting the required strength listed in part 
b) above. Anchor the plates to prevent movement from traffic. 
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